
Downtown On the Go has created its official 

website, www.downtownonthego.org.  

 

The site is the “one-stop shop” for all things 

transportation in Tacoma’s downtown, and 

we hope that from this site you learn more 

about how to “go, see, live, and work” down-

town Tacoma. 

 

The site features commuter profiles of many 

downtown commuters (like you) who use 

commute options at least once a week; offers 

information on different com-

mute options into downtown; 

offers a news and events feed; 

and connects you to Downtown 

On the Go services and pro-

grams.  

 

As well, the site invites you to 

get involved, and we hope it 

inspires you to do so. Take a 

look and let us know what you 

think.  

 

Comments can be emailed to 

dotgo@tacomachamber.org. 

 

Upcoming Events 

South Sound Sustainability EXPO 
Saturday, March 5th  
10-3:00pm @ Tacoma Convention Center 
FREE! This public event is intended to con-
nect supporters and providers of sustainabil-
ity services in hopes of building long-term 
change in Pierce County. 

 

Sustainable Cities Network Free Webinar: 
“Empowering Citizens to Adopt Low  
Carbon Lifestyles” 
Monday, March 7th 
10:00am PST 
FREE! See article on pg. 3 for more info. 
Register: www.sustainablecitynetwork.com 

 

New Tacoma Award Nominations Due 
Friday, March 11th NLT 4:30pm 
A complete description of the award catego-
ries, rules, and an on-line nomination form is 
available at www.surveymonkey.com/
s/2011NewTacomaAwardsNominationForm 

 

City Center Luncheon 
Friday, April 1st 
11:30 registration 
12-1:30 program @ Downtown Tacoma’s 
Courtyard by Marriott 
See article pg. 1. 
Info: www.tacomachamber.org 

 

36th Annual Daffodil Classic 
Sunday, April 10th  
Open Course 7am--5:00pm 
Registration 7am—12:00pm 
The Daffodil Classic winds through the beau-
tiful Orting valley and surrounding hills. Bring 
your bike, trike, tandem or unicycle - all cy-
clists are welcome! There are routes for fami-
lies, recreational cyclists, and roadies. 
Info & Registration: www.twbc.org 
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Come on out to socialize, lunch, and learn at this quarter’s City Center Luncheon on April 1st. 

The place to see and be seen, the luncheon will feature presentations on the residential devel-

opment outlook, downtown’s new businesses and business prospects, the Tacoma Art Mu-

seum spring preview, and a presentation from DOTG on the Live Downtown pilot program.  
 

The luncheon also doubles as the awards ceremony for the annual New Tacoma Awards. 

These awards honor the individuals, organizations, and businesses that continue to revitalize 

and enliven downtown Tacoma. As well, this year includes the “Public Places” award, given to 

the best activation of a public park, open space, or area in the public right-of-way.  

Nominations for awards accepted NLT March 11th @ 4:30pm via tacomachamber.org.  
 

EVENT DETAILS: 

When:  Friday, April 1st ~ 11:30 registration & 12:00 program 

Where:  Courtyard by Marriott, Cascade Ballroom 

Register: tacomachamber.org 
 

City Center Luncheon & New Tacoma Awards 
Friday, April 1st—nominate and register now! 

Did you know? 

There are about a billion bicy-

cles in the world, which is twice 

as many bikes as automobiles. 



Page 2 Volume 3, Issue 3 

What is Pay-As-You Drive Insurance?  

It is the idea that motorists should be able to pay for their 
car insurance based upon the amount of miles they drive.  

Unfortunately, in Washington State there are many barriers 
to insurers offering pay-as-you drive policies. Transporta-
tion Choices Coalition (TCC), a local non-profit that aims to 
maintain and increase transportation choices for Washing-
tonians, is working hard to remove these barriers. TCC 
wants low-mileage drivers to have the option of buying their 
insurance ala carte instead of being forced to buy it from 
the all you can eat buffet that doesn’t “reward” for leaving 
your car at home. 

This model makes simple sense; if your car is sitting at 
home while you walk, bike and ride the bus to get around, 
the chances of you getting in a car accident are minus-
cule.  In fact, the average motorist that switches to mileage 
based insurance is expected to reduce their annual miles 
driven, crashes and insurance costs by at least 10%. 

The original Senate Bill 5730 simply authorized companies 
to offer mileage-based automobile insurance policies and 
ensures that they offer low mileage discounts for low-
mileage consumers. However, insurance companies were 
recently successful in inserting a substitute bill with a very 
different intent! 

What can you do? Please send a quick email to your Sena-
tor to ask them to support the original Senate Bill 5730 and 
not the bill insurance companies had inserted during Sen-
ate Committee action. This is one way the state can begin 
to harmonize transportation policy with climate policy and 
bring equity to the significant numbers of Washingtonians 
who leave their car at home and opt for a cleaner, more 
sustainable commute. 

Need your legislators contact information? Check out 
apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/Default.aspx.  
 

Want to track the bill’s progress? Check 
out apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/. 

If you’ve considered making the switch to a non-single occu-

pancy vehicle commute, now is the time to do it.  

Visit PierceTrips.com and log your walk, bike, bus, or rail 

commute at least twice between March 13th and 26th, and 

you’ll be eligible for great Wheel Options prizes— a self-

designed trip to New York City including airfare and lodg-

ing; a weekend getaway; or one of many gift cards to your 

favorite local merchants.  

Wheel Options campaigns are meant to reward commuters 

who are currently using an alternate commute, entice previ-

ous alternate commuters away from their drive alone habit, 

and encourage new users to try an alternate commute. 

 

Want to you enter?  Visit www.PierceTrips.com, click 

on the Commute Calendar, create a profile if you do 

not already have one, and log your trips between 

March 13-26th.  It’s that easy! 

 

Interested in more information on the Washington 

State Ridesharing Organization’s Wheel Options cam-

paign?  Visit: wheeloptions.org 

 

Take a Bite Out of  the Big Apple 
Log Your Commute and Win! 

Pay-As-You-Drive Insurance Needs Your Help 
Contributed By: Andrew Austin, Transportation Choices Coalition 

For some, biking to work is unchartered territory. For others, biking to work is regular exercise and fun.  
 

In May, those who bike often come together with those who don’t to form workplace teams of bicyclists set on get-

ting healthy, changing up their commutes, and kicking the butts of other teams out there. 
 

Team prizes and prizes for individuals (biking 5 or more days in May) will be awarded. More information to come in 

April’s newsletter and on PierceTrips.com. For now, begin to assemble your team and get ready to bike and win! 

May is Bike Month 
Do you know who’s on your workplace bike team? 



Downtown: On the Go!  

Downtown: On the Go! is a collaborative effort of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber, the City of Tacoma, 
Pierce Transit, and downtown private sector and non-profit employers. Leveraging their resources and rela-
tionships, these organizations are working together to increase the number of alternate commute trips into 
and out of the downtown from 24% to 35% by 2015. 
 
Downtown: On the Go!’s purpose is to be the transportation advocate for anyone whose daily life is down-
town.  We do this by: 
 * Educating about transportation choices other than driving alone. 
 * Encouraging use of transit, ridesharing, biking, walking, and flexible work arrangements. 
 * Advocating for transportation choices and land use policies that promote a vibrant and integrated downtown.

Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber 

950 Pacific Ave. 

Suite 300 

Tacoma, WA 98402 

Phone: 253-627-2175 

E-mail: juliap@tacomachamber.org 
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Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go!     

on Facebookon Facebookon Facebookon Facebook!!!!    

Agencies, organizations, and businesses working together towards a vibrant and integrated downtown Tacoma. 

Free Webinar: Empowering Citizens to Adopt Low Carbon Lifestyles 
Monday, March 7th @ 10am PST 

The Sustainable Cities Network is sponsoring a free webi-

nar for municipal, state, and federal employees as well as 

business and academic leaders around the topic of citizen 

(or employee) outreach on and encouragement of low car-

bon living. 

 

The webinar, titled “Empowering Citizens to Adopt Low 

Carbon Lifestyles”, will be given by David Gershon, author 

of 11 books including Low Carbon Diet: A 30 Day Program 

to Lose 5,000 Pounds.  

 

Webcast discussion points include: 

• How to empower individuals to reduce their carbon 

footprint by 25 percent or more using the 'Low Carbon 

Diet' behavior change program. 

• How to mobilize community members on a block-by-

block basis to participate in a local climate change ini-

tiative. 

• How to take a program to scale community-wide. 

• How to apply the five Social Change 2.0 action princi-

ples to your community's carbon reduction initiatives: 

Empower | Transform | Innovate | Collaborate | Dis-

seminate. 

• How you can use these strategies and tools to estab-

lish a program in your community. 

 

Learn more and sign up at 

www.sustainablecitynetwork.com 


