
Due to a precipitous drop in sales tax revenue and one of the worst reces-
sions in American history, like many transit agencies across the country, 

Pierce Transit is facing drastic revenue shortfalls.  The good news is for only 

3 cents on a $10 purchase, in February, the voters have an option to Save 
Bus Service across Pierce County. 
 

Please join campaign Co-Chairs Tacoma Mayor Marilyn Strickland, Pierce 

County Councilmember Terry Lee, the Tacoma-Pierce Chamber of Com-

merce, and community leaders from across Pierce County for the Prop 1 
Campaign Kick-Off. 
 

When:  6pm, Thursday, Jan. 6th 2011 
Where:  Hub Event Space, 203 Tacoma Ave S. 

Who:  Open to the Media and the Public 
 

On February 8th 2011, Pierce County voters 

will be asked to protect critical, existing tran-

sit service from a devastating 35% cut.  At 

stake are services that get thousands of kids 

safely to and from school; provide access to 

seniors and people with disabilities to health 

care and other basic needs; and deliver com-

muters efficiently to jobs across the region. 

 

While every other transit provider in the re-

gion has already asked for voter assistance, 

Pierce Transit has focused on cost cutting, 

streamlining and efficiency improvements. 

These actions, combined with employee-

identified operational efficiencies, have saved 

over $89 million dollars.   

 

Despite these cuts in staff and service, PT 

will be forced to cut service an additional 

35% without approval of Prop 1. 

 

Proposition 1 is a small investment that will 

SAVE BUS SERVICE in Pierce County.  Prop 1 

will cost only 3 pennies on every 10 dollars 

spent— not much to keeping thousands of 

cars from our already crowded streets and 

freeways.  
 

What’s at stake for downtown Tacoma is 

Prop 1 does not pass in February? 

• The number of bus trips into downtown 

would change from 1100 to 600.  

• These cuts will increase demand on park-

ing in downtown. 

• The level of service will be decreased 

from every 15 minutes to every 30-45 minutes 

resulting in longer wait times. 

• Weekend service will be drastically cut 

with a minimum of service every 60 minutes. 

• Service in many outlying areas will be 

eliminated, leaving thousands of residents 

without a means to get to downtown jobs. 

Upcoming Events 

Save Our Buses Campaign Kick-Off 
Thurs, January 6th @ 6pm 
Hub Event Space, 203 Tacoma Ave. S 
See article pg. 1 
Info: www.approveprop1.com 

 

BE Green/Shift Happens Event 
January 31st, 12-8pm 
Greater Tacoma  
Convention & Trade Center 
See article pg. 2 
Info and tickets: 
www.begreensouthsound.com   

 

Transportation Advocacy Day, Olympia 
February 10th, 2011 from 9am-5pm 
United Churches,  
110 11th Ave SE, Olympia 
Learn more and sign up:  
transportationchoices.org 
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Did you know? 

∗ On an average weekday, 

1100 bus trips go into down-
town carrying 8000 riders, 
4400 of which are commut-
ing to work 

 

∗ Downtown currently has 21 

PT bus routes coming into 
and out of it 

 

∗ Twenty vanpools operate 

into downtown Tacoma 
 

∗ Shuttle service carries over 

160 riders downtown to busi-
nesses daily 

Save our Buses Campaign Kick-Off  

Proposition 1:  
Why it must pass and what’s at stake 
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Two employees work for two similar employ-

ers, but their commuting habits result in two 

very different outcomes. 
 

The first employee, Kate, works for an em-

ployer that offers a robust transportation 

benefits package. Using the benefits and in-

centives provided by her employer, she buses 

to work on some days, rides her bike on oth-

ers, and drives alone rarely. 
 

The second employee, Martha, works for an 

employer that provides no transportation 

benefit apart from a subsidized parking spot. 

She drives thirty minutes to work every day, 

with some commutes taking her as long as an 

hour due to traffic congestion. She would not 

dream of riding the bus or carpooling because 

she knows very little about these options. 

Can you guess which employee will be happier, 

healthier, and more productive at work? 

 

 

Kate’s employer offers her maximum flexibility 

through a transit specific benefit and addi-

tional financial incentives for other commute 

options like bicycling.  Research shows that 

Kate will be happier and healthier due to the 

reduced stress of her commute and increased 

opportunities for physical exercise. Thus, she 

will be more productive at her workplace. 
 

On the other hand, through a parking subsidy 

Martha’s employer encourages her to com-

mute alone. Research shows that commuters 

who travel long distances have fewer experi-

ences of well-being throughout the day and 

are more likely to have back and neck pain, 

high cholesterol, and a Body Mass Index that 

classifies them as obese. Chances are, Martha 

will be less happy, healthy, and less productive 

in her workplace. 
 

An employer transportation benefits package 

such as the one offered by Kate can include 

such perks as an ORCA (One Regional Card for 

All) Area Passport or similar transit benefit, car 

sharing membership, occasional parking 

passes, bicycle incentives or benefits, financial 

incentives to live close to work, and more. 

These go a long way in lowering the cost of 

commuting to work while also improving an 

employee’s quality of life. 
 

But transportation benefits are not just about 

the individual. Employers that provide these 

benefits have a positive impact on the broader 

community both economically and environ-

mentally. Benefits such as transit passes en-

courage employees to ride the bus, thereby 

removing cars from the road, reducing conges-

tion, and improving local air and water quality.  
 

How can you build your company’s employee 

transportation benefits package? If you’re 

within Tacoma’s downtown, contact 

dotgo@tacomachamber.org and let us know 

you’re interested in learning more.  

Downtown: On the Go! & Stadium High School  
Receive City of  Tacoma Sustainability Grant for a Student-Led Bike Club 
Downtown: On the Go! and Stadium High School have received 

a $4000 grant from the City of Tacoma's Office of Sustainability 

to create a student Bike Club that will engage youth in sustain-

able transportation options and healthy lifestyles. This would 

be the first student bike club in Tacoma. 

 

The goal of the Club is to provide support to students already 

biking to school and encouragement and education for those 

students that would like to bike to school. SHS students biking 

on city streets and through neighborhoods sends a powerful 

message about bicycling as an important mode of transporta-

tion in Tacoma. More generally, the bike club is an effort to 

expose youth to sustainable transportation options and healthy 

lifestyle choices, with hopes of infusing these into Tacoma's 

youth culture. 

 

These awards, evaluated and chosen by the Sustainable Tacoma 

Commission, are the first sustainability grants awarded by the 

city. The grant program was established to encourage schools 

and nonprofit organizations to develop creative and educational 

ways to help Tacoma reach its Climate Action Plan goals. The 

Commission awarded 17 grant from $800 to $5,000 around top-

ics such as community gardens, recycling, reducing energy 

consumption, tree planting, and efficient transportation. 
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BE Green/Shift Happens Event on January 31st… register now! 

Employee Transportation Benefits— 
Essential for Happy, Healthy, and Productive Employees 

Sustainability isn’t a trend anymore. It’s basic business. It’s the next great phase of economic evolution. And 

while many companies are cashing in on sustainable business trends, it’s not enough to just talk green and 

look green. Businesses have to BE Green. 
 

Like many business people, you may be intrigued by sustainability. You may be enticed by the savings of-

fered by lean operations. You may want to know why your clients or customers are spending their money on 

green products and services. Maybe you want to save the planet. Maybe you plan to start small, and see 

where it goes from there. 
 

Whatever compels you, this day-long learning lab and community celebration will provide you with all 

the tools, information, free and low-cost resources, connections, and inspiration needed to propel your 

own sustainable business initiatives.  
 

From carbon footprint calculation and energy-use alternatives to simple strategies that will save you money 

and contribute to a sustainable business future, whatever you’re interested in learning or achieving, we’re 

going to help you make sense of it all. Be Green—it’s easier than you think. 



Downtown: On the Go!  

Downtown: On the Go! is a collaborative effort of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber, the City of Tacoma, 
Pierce Transit, and downtown private sector and non-profit employers. Leveraging their resources and rela-
tionships, these organizations are working together to increase the number of alternate commute trips into 
and out of the downtown from 24% to 35% by 2015. 
 
Downtown: On the Go!’s purpose is to be the transportation advocate for anyone whose daily life is down-
town.  We do this by: 
 * Educating about transportation choices other than driving alone. 
 * Encouraging use of transit, ridesharing, biking, walking, and flexible work arrangements. 
 * Advocating for transportation choices and land use policies that promote a vibrant and integrated downtown.

Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber 

950 Pacific Ave. 

Suite 300 

Tacoma, WA 98402 

Phone: 253-627-2175 

E-mail: juliap@tacomachamber.org 

We’ve been working hard on the new Downtown: 

On the Go! website, and we’re proud to announce 

that it is almost finished. In early February, the 

DOTGo! site will be online and ready for you to  
peruse and use daily. 

 

From www.downtownonthego.org, link to transpor-

tation resources and information, news and events, 

and more from this one-stop shop. As the transporta-

tion advocate for anyone whose daily life is down-

town, we hope that you find this website effectively 
connects the dots on all things transportation and 

land use.  

 

Sure, it doesn’t sound all that sexy – but it just might 

be, so check it out! 
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Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go!     

on Facebookon Facebookon Facebookon Facebook!!!!    

A program of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber, City of Tacoma, Pierce Transit, & downtown businesses. 

The New Downtown: On the Go! website… 
Coming Soon to www.downtownonthego.org 

 

Downtown commuters such 
as Mary Lobdell (pictured) 
tell why commute options 
work for them on the new 

DOTGo! website at 
www.downtownonthego.org.  


