
On February 8th 2011, Pierce County voters 

will be asked to protect critical, existing tran-

sit service from a devastating 35% cut.  At 

stake are services that get thousands of kids 

safely to and from school; provide access to 

seniors and people with disabilities to health 

care and other basic needs; and deliver com-

muters efficiently to jobs across the region. 

 

Due to a precipitous drop in sales tax revenue 

and one of the worst recessions in American 

history, Pierce Transit—like many transit 

agencies across the country—is facing drastic 

revenue shortfalls.  The good news… for only 

3 cents on a $10 purchase voters have an op-

tion to Save Bus Service across Pierce County. 

 

While every other transit provider in the re-

gion has already asked for voter assistance, 

Pierce Transit has focused on cost cutting, 

streamlining and efficiency improvements. 

These actions, combined with employee-

identified operational efficiencies, have saved 

over $89 million dollars.   

Despite these cuts in staff and service, PT 

will be forced to cut service an additional 

35% without approval of Prop 1. 

 

Proposition 1 will SAVE BUS SERVICE in 

Pierce County. A small investment that keeps 

thousands of cars off our already crowded 

streets and freeways.  
 

What’s at stake for downtown Tacoma is 

Prop 1 does not pass in February? 

• The number of bus trips into downtown 

would change from 1100 to 600.  

• These cuts will increase demand on park-

ing in downtown. 

• The level of service will be decreased 

from every 15 minutes to every 30-45 minutes 

resulting in longer wait times. 

• Weekend service will be drastically cut 

with a minimum of service every 60 minutes. 

• Service in many outlying areas will be 

eliminated, leaving thousands of residents 

without a means to get to downtown jobs. 

Upcoming Events 

Vote on Proposition 1—Save Our Buses 
On or before Tuesday, February 8th  
See article pg. 1 
Info: www.approveprop1.com 

 

Transportation Advocacy Day, Olympia 
February 10th, 2011 from 9am-5pm 
United Churches,  
110 11th Ave SE, Olympia 
See article pg. 1. 
Learn more and sign up:  
transportationchoices.org 

 

New Tacoma Award Nominations Due 
NLT 4:30pm on February 28th 
A complete description of the award catego-
ries, rules, and an on-line nomination form 
is available at www.surveymonkey.com/
s/2011NewTacomaAwardsNominationForm 
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Proposition 1:  
Vote on or before Tuesday, February 8th! 

Transportation Advocacy Day (TAD), an annual event that Downtown On the Go is co-

sponsoring this year, is right around corner. It is an incredible opportunity to learn about 

transportation policy in the Legislature and make an impact on statewide transportation deci-

sions, whether it is advocating for safer streets or fighting to save our local transit service. 

This year, we’ll be teaming up with business, advocacy, and environmental organizations to 

make our voice heard.  The morning of TAD will be dedicated to informing you about the 

most pressing issues in Olympia. In the afternoon you’ll have the opportunity to lobby your 

Representatives and Senators to support more transportation choices.  Please join us for this 

great event—learn more and sign up at  transportationchoices.org. 
 

When:  9-5pm, Thursday, February 10th 2011 

Where:  United Churches, 110 11th Ave, Olympia 

Who:   Anyone who wants to learn more about and lobby for 

  transportation choices in Washington State 

Transportation Advocacy Day 
Thursday, February 10th—sign up now! 

Downtown On the Go is hiring! 
Check out the Chamber’s website 

(www.tacomachamber.org) 

for more information on the position 

of DOTG Manager. This position 

manages and continually develops 

Downtown On the Go as it shifts 

from a program to an organization 

working toward a vibrant and inte-

grated downtown Tacoma through a 

focus on transportation options and 

related land use policies. Apply soon 

or pass it on… the position closes 

on Wednesday, February 23rd. 

Did you know? 

Less than 5% of the Washington 
state transportation budget goes 
to transit. 
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Downtown On the Go’s New Website Unveiled on February 8th! 
www.downtownonthego.org 

We’ve been working hard on the new Downtown On the 

Go website, and we’re proud to announce that it’s ready! 

 

As of Tuesday, February 8th, the site will be online and 
ready for you to peruse and use daily. 
 

From www.downtownonthego.org, link to transportation 

resources and information, news and events, and more 

from this one-stop shop. As the transportation advocate 

for anyone whose daily life is downtown, we hope that 
you’ll find that this website effectively connects the dots 

on all things transportation and land use.  
 

Sure, it doesn’t sound all that sexy – but it just might be, 

so check it out! 

 

Employers Can Receive Tax Credits  
for Transportation Benefits… really??? 

Yep, you heard right—your employer can receive federal tax credits for providing transportation benefits to their employees.  
 

Employers who provide commute trip reduction incentives to their employees are eligible for a credit against WA State business 

and occupation (B&O) or public utility tax liability.  Incentive payments for public transportation, ridesharing, non-motorized com-

muting, and ridesharing (vanpool/carpool) qualify for the credit. 
 

The credit amount any business is eligible for is half the company’s contribution, up to $60 per employee, with a total cap on the 

credit at $200,000. 
 

♦ For example, ABC Inc. provides each of its 62 employees with an ORCA Area Passport. ABC Inc pays the entire cost of 

the ORCA Area Passport, roughly $126/yr per employee. ABC Inc can apply for a B&O or PUT credit of $3720. 

62 employees x $120/yr x .5 = $3720 

ABC Inc. paid about $8100 in 2010 to provide Area Passport to every single one of its employees; however, when the tax 

credit is taken into account it cuts the cost of providing unlimited regional transit access almost in half! 

 

♦ Another company, XYZ Inc gives each of its 390 employees an ORCA Area Passport, but subsidizes only $63 for each 

pass, with the employee contributing the remaining $63. XYZ Inc can apply for a credit of $12,285. 

390 employees x $63 x .5 = $12,285 

XYZ Inc paid around $49,000 for Area Passport for their employees. But by asking employees to pay half the cost of the 

pass, just $63/yr each, and applying for the tax credit, XYZ Inc recoups almost ¾ of what they spent! 
 

Tax credits like this one make providing a transportation benefit an easy ‘yes’ for any business. To learn more about the CTR 

Washington State Tax Credit visit www.dor.wa.gov and search for “CTR” or visit Pierce Trips.com and click on ‘Employer Services’.   
 

Note: This application is only accepted January 1st through January 31st of each year through 2013. For further information, please see the Depart-

ment of Revenue Website.  

 



Downtown: On the Go!  

Downtown: On the Go! is a collaborative effort of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber, the City of Tacoma, 
Pierce Transit, and downtown private sector and non-profit employers. Leveraging their resources and rela-
tionships, these organizations are working together to increase the number of alternate commute trips into 
and out of the downtown from 24% to 35% by 2015. 
 
Downtown: On the Go!’s purpose is to be the transportation advocate for anyone whose daily life is down-
town.  We do this by: 
 * Educating about transportation choices other than driving alone. 
 * Encouraging use of transit, ridesharing, biking, walking, and flexible work arrangements. 
 * Advocating for transportation choices and land use policies that promote a vibrant and integrated downtown.

Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber 

950 Pacific Ave. 

Suite 300 

Tacoma, WA 98402 

Phone: 253-627-2175 

E-mail: juliap@tacomachamber.org 
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Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! Become a fan of Downtown: On the Go!     

on Facebookon Facebookon Facebookon Facebook!!!!    

Agencies, organizations, and businesses working together towards a vibrant and integrated downtown Tacoma. 

Updates on  
Paid Parking Downtown 

The following changes to downtown parking pay stations were 

put in place Dec. 4, 2010: 

 

♦ Until Jan. 30, 2011, there will be no fee for parking on 

portions of Market Street from South 11th to South 21st 

streets. During this period, the City will collect parking data to 

assess parking demand and turnover in support of local busi-

nesses. The City will enforce the 90-minute time limit. Public 

feedback on this pilot will be solicited soon, so stay tuned to 

http://www.cityoftacoma.org/Page.aspx?nid=939 

♦ On Saturdays, buy 2 hours and you can park all day. 

Patrons will be able to purchase all day parking on Saturday at 

each pay station for just $1.50 during this pilot program. 
♦ Users can now pre-purchase time for parking the next 

day beginning at 8 p.m.  This change will allow more patrons 

to conveniently purchase time and display their receipt before 

enforcement begins on the following morning. 

Updates on  
D-to-M Street Sounder Construction 

D-to-M Street construction continues to move forward, so far 

with closures to arterial streets and little impact on main thor-

oughfares. Closure of Pacific Ave is anticipated for sometime 

in April, and construction is expected to last 20 months from 

its start in fall of 2010.  

 

There are many ways to keep up on the project, including: 

♦  Sign-up for email alerts with Erin Hunter, Community 

Outreach Specialist at erin.hunter@soundtransit.org 

♦ Attend monthly coffee hours with Erin Hunter at Leila’s 

Deli in the Dome District. Email her for more info: 

erin.hunter@soundtransit.org 

♦ Request a project presentation to your group by contact-

ing Erin Hunter at erin.hunter@soundtransit.org 


