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By Shannon Payton, BLRB Architects 

BLRB Architects enthusiastically participates in 

Tacoma's Park(ing) Day because it serves to 

demonstrate our firm's interest in contributing 

to a walkable, community-centered urban 

environment. While the objective of Park(ing) 

Day is to showcase the potential use of public 

open space when not in use for parking, BLRB 

also celebrates the idea that our citizens are the 

heart of our city. It’s also a great opportunity for 

BLRB employees to share their fun side with 

the neighborhood and meet interested 

community members – a great opportunity for a firm dedicated to client service.  

 

BLRB’s event design team had a blast last year with the creative challenge of Park(ing) Day, 

encouraging passersby to hula hoop, join in on a four-square tournament, and jump double 

dutch on the sidewalk. The theme, "Recess," tied nicely into the firm’s specialization in school 

architecture while demonstrating that open public space can be used for playful activity and 

not just a spot to store a car. The success of BLRB’s Park(ing) Day space was attributed to 

engaging the public with a fun, light-hearted experience that also evoked common childhood 

memories.  

  

We look forward to sharing our stall design again this year, and cannot wait to have some 

more fun in the street with our neighbors!  

————————————————————————————— 

About Park(ing) Day 

On Sept. 16, 2011 people all over the world will take to the streets to turn metered parking 

spaces into “Park(ing)” spaces. Park(ing) Day is an annual global event  that began in 2005 in 

San Francisco by Rebar, a local art and design studio, and has evolved into a global 

movement. The mission of Park(ing) Day is to call attention to the need for more urban open 

space, to generate critical debate around how public space is created and allocated, and to 

improve the quality of urban human habitat … at least until the meter runs out! 

 

Tacoma’s Park(ing) Day is brought to you by Downtown On the Go and Transportation 

Choices Coalition.  If you are interested in hosting a space within downtown Tacoma, contact 

DOTG before Sept. 9 . Or join us for  a walk to all the spots starting at noon at UW Tacoma. 

Contact DOTG at 253-682-1739 or dotg@tacomachamber.org. 

 

Park(ing) Day 2011  Participants (vote for your favorite spot on Facebook!) 

Upcoming Events 
Park(ing) Day 

Friday, Sept.  16, 2011, 10-2 

Downtown Tacoma 

Walk to the “parks” beginning at noon 

at the UW Tacoma. 

Fall Walk Events 

Beginning Friday, Sept. 30, 2011, noon, 

and every Friday in October. 

See www.downtownonthego.org for 

details. No RSVP necessary. 

Fall Bus Events 

Try the bus with DOTG  

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 7 a.m. 

Tuesday, Oct. 25, 7 a.m. 

  

Bus to lunch with DOTG 

Thursday, Oct. 20, Noon 

 

Bus to social hour with DOTG 

Thursday, Oct. 27, 5 p.m. 

 

Contact DOTG for locations, more  

information or to RSVP. 
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Broadway Farmers Market 

Thursday, Sept. 8 & 29, 2011, 10-4:30 

Stop by and say hi at the Downtown On 

the Go booth 

ETC Network & Training 

Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2011, 1 p.m. 

City of Tacoma Building, Room 708 

Bike & Pedestrian Counts 

Sept. 27-29, 2011 
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Did you know? 

Up to 20 bicycles can park in a 

single vehicle parking spot! 

Park(ing) Day is September 16, 2011 

BLRB Architects 

Buzzard’s Discs 

Cascade Land Conservancy 

Citizens for a Healthy Bay 

 

Coalition for Active 

Transportation/TCC 

Doyles 

Boe Architects 

Pierce Transit 

STINK 

Stadium HS Bike Club 

Tacoma Bike 

Tacoma School of the Arts 

Weekly Volcano 
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Be Prepared for Major Changes in  
Pierce Transit Bus Service: Oct. 2, 2011  

Commuter Case Study: Lots of  Options  
without a Car 

All Pierce Transit bus riders need to be 

prepared for significant changes in their 

bus service but service to downtown is 

still available and Downtown On the Go is 

offering several great ways to try out the 

bus in October (see page 1).  

 

Effective Sunday, Oct. 2, 2011 Pierce 

Transit bus service and SHUTTLE service 

will undergo considerable changes 

throughout the county. Although service 

will continue from many neighborhoods 

into downtown Tacoma, bus service won’t 

start as early in the morning, run as late at 

night, and buses won’t come as often. 

Weekday and weekend service will be 

reduced and in some cases eliminated.  

 

These 

reductions 

are 

necessary 

due to a $51 

million 

budget 

shortfall 

brought on 

by the 

economic 

recession 

and the loss of Proposition 1 at the 

February 2011 election. A 20% permanent 

service reduction went into effect on June 

12, 2011 with an additional 15% service 

reduction effective Oct. 2.  

 

The October service plan focuses on 

maintaining ridership, improving cost 

efficiency, and serving the largest number 

of people. Most remaining routes are in 

areas with higher population, denser 

communities and more jobs, where transit 

service has historically been successful. 

These changes will get the most riders 

possible to their jobs, schools, shopping 

and appointments. Downtown Tacoma 

routes will be affected but are largely 

intact. 

 

Puyallup-Downtown Tacoma 

The long-sought express route will begin 

service to South Hill, Downtown Puyallup, 

and Downtown Tacoma. Route 400 

Puyallup – Downtown Tacoma will operate 

weekdays every 30 minutes during 

commute time and hourly the rest of the 

day. 

 

North Tacoma-Downtown Tacoma 

Although the reductions will affect all 

routes into downtown, route 14 will be 

added in the north end to fill in time gaps 

created on routes 11 and 13. 

 

Options for Bus Commuters 

Pierce Transit has many options for 

commuters who may be losing their bus 

service or for those who choose not to use 

the bus because reductions have made it 

unrealistic to ride. View the document at 

www.piercetransit.org to find carpool and 

vanpool options or go to 

www.downtownonthego.org for 

additional commute options. 

 

Business Resources 

Downtown On the Go staff can provide 

information directly to your staff at your 

next staff meeting or brown bag lunch. 

Contact us to schedule an appointment at 

dotg@tacomachamber.org. 

Meet Judi,  

Partner/Community Outreach, TWOKOI 

 
Where do you live and where do you work?   

I live in the 6th Avenue business district area and primarily work 

out of my home.  Although, on a daily basis, I visit TWOKOI, as 

well as attend various community outreach meetings 

throughout the City of Tacoma. 

 

How do you get there?  

Depending on my daily schedule and available time, I will either 

walk, ride my bicycle or take the bus.  I discovered the app "One 

Bus Away" and that is a dream come true! 

 

How does it all add up?  

I made the decision to ditch my car 

when my registration was due and 

chose to walk, bike or bus instead.  It 

is the best decision I have made and 

yes, more money and time to spend 

on myself has been a great bonus!  

 

What’s in it for you?    

I am able to experience Tacoma and 

incorporate exercise into my daily life 

and am a much happier person!  Judi uses the downtown  

Bike Cage. 

“We are committed to offering 

transit as a transportation 

option to our employees. We 

are disappointed that bus ser-

vices has to be cut, but we are 

encouraged because there is 

still good service to downtown 

and, while it may look a little 

different, will still get our em-

ployees to work.” 

- Patti Sutton , Human Re-

sources Director, Propel Insur-

ance 
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Downtown: On the Go!  

Downtown On the Go is a collaborative effort of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber, the City of Tacoma, 

Pierce Transit, and downtown private sector and non-profit employers. Leveraging their resources and rela-

tionships, these organizations are working together to increase the number of alternate commute trips into 

and out of the downtown from 24 percent to 35 percent by 2015. 

 

Downtown On the Go’s purpose is to be the transportation advocate for anyone whose daily life is downtown.   

We do this by: 

 * Educating about transportation choices other than driving alone. 

 * Encouraging use of transit, ridesharing, biking, walking, and flexible work arrangements. 

 * Advocating for transportation choices and land use policies that promote a vibrant and  

     integrated downtown. 

 

Thank you to our contributing partners:  

Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber 

950 Pacific Ave., Suite 300 

Tacoma, WA 98402 

Phone: 253-682-1739 

E-mail: dotg@tacomachamber.org 
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The transportation advocate for downtown Tacoma. 

 

Downtown On the Go is: agencies, organizations, and businesses working  

together towards a vibrant and integrated downtown Tacoma. 

Bike Parking Offers Options for Bike Commuters  
On Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2011 , 

Downtown On the Go and the 

City of Tacoma made their new 

Bike Cage official with a ribbon 

cutting and grand opening 

celebration.  

 

Tacoma’s newest bike parking, 

the Park Plaza North Bike Cage 

(923 Commerce) , is conveniently 

located on the 5th floor of the 

garage, directly across the 

skybridge from Broadway and 

the BCPA.  

 

Designed to remove barriers to bicycle 

commuting by providing a secure area to 

store bicycles, the bike cage was a 

collaboration of Downtown On the Go 

and City of Tacoma staff. We know that 

many offices in downtown do not allow 

bicycles to sit in offices and do not provide 

bicycle parking, yet there are many 

downtown employees who like to 

commute by bike. 

Downtown On the Go hopes to fill this 

bike cage daily and to install additional 

bicycle parking facilities in other garages 

around town. 

 

Those interested in using the cage can 

sign up with Downtown On the Go by 

downloading a form from the Downtown 

On the Go website or by visiting 

Downtown On the Go (950 Pacific Ave, 

Suite 300, Tacoma, WA 98402). The cost 

of the cage is $8 per quarter or $25 per 

year. Users will receive a quarterly code 

and will be able to lock bikes to the bike 

racks at any time. Contact 

Kristina Walker, Downtown On 

the Go Manager, at 

kristinaw@tacomachamber.org 

or 253-682-1739, for more 

information.  

 

Additional photos of the Bike 

Cage  and grand opening event 

are available on the Downtown 

On the Go Facebook page. 
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City of Tacoma Mobility Coordinator Diane Wiatr, 

Downtown On the Go Manager Kristina Walker, 

Councilmember Marty Campbell, Deputy Mayor 

Lauren Walker, Councilmember David Boe and 

Downtown On the Go Board Chair Judi Hyman cut 

the ribbon to make the bike cage official. 

Congratulations to the City of Tacoma on 

their recent award of a VISION 2040 Award 

for the Mobility Master Plan from the Puget 

Sound Regional Council! 

The awards recognize innovative projects and 

programs that help ensure a sustainable future 

as the region grows.  More information is avail-

able at www.psrc.org.  


