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On Sept. 30, Downtown On the Go began its fall walking series with the Wright Park 

to Stadium Walk led by Metro Park’s Melissa McGinnis. More than 50 people 

attended and learned about the history of 

Wright Park and the Stadium District.  

 

Back by popular demand, the fall walk events 

encourage downtown employees and residents to 

walk at work, to get out, see and learn about 

Tacoma.  

 

The series of five walks, which follow each of the 

Downtown On the Go walking maps, take place 

Fridays from noon to 1 p.m. beginning Sept. 30 and 

ending Oct. 28. No RSVP necessary, simply join us at 

the meeting spot! 

Upcoming Events 

Fall Walking Series 

Friday, Oct. 7, noon 

Brewery District to South Downtown 

Walk. Meets in front of the Swiss Bldg. 

Friday, Oct. 14, noon 

South Waterfront to Tacoma Dome 

Station Walk. Meets in front of Union 

Station. 

Friday, Oct. 21, noon 

North Waterfront to Theatre District 

Walk. Meets at the corner of Broadway 

& 9th in front of Tully’s. 

Friday, Oct. 28, noon 

Downtown to Hilltop Walk. Meets in 

front of the historic Woolworth Building 

on 11th and Broadway. 

Fall Bus Events  

(See details at left) 
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Did you know? 

In 2010, Americans took 10.2 

billion trips on public  

transportation! 

Step Into Fall Walk Series 

Downtown Routes Still Looking Good 

Oct. 2, 2011 

marked the final 

changes as Pierce 

Transit  completes 

its 35 percent reductions. This 

is necessary due to a $51 

million budget shortfall 

brought on by the economic 

recession and the loss of 

Pierce Transit’s Proposition 1 

at the February 2011 election.   

 

Despite the cuts, service to 

downtown Tacoma remains 

intact, although there will be 

time and frequency changes.  

However, for the first time in 

recent history, there is direct 

bus service from Puyallup to 

downtown Tacoma (Route 

400).  North Tacoma riders 

should also benefit from a 

new route structure offering 

more destinations.  

Try the Bus Events 

We know that trying the bus 

for the first time can be 

intimidating. We’ve organized 

group rides designed to give 

you a chance to try the bus 

without the pressure. Travel 

with other new riders and an 

expert host.  

 

You’ll receive a FREE ORCA 

Card (worth $5) and loaded 

with $12 E-purse, plus expert 

advice on reading bus 

schedules, using your new 

card, and getting on and off 

the bus. 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 18 

Meet at the TCC P&R at 7 

a.m. and take one of many 

downtown routes to 10th and 

Commerce. 

  

Thursday, Oct. 20 

Meet at 10th and Commerce 

(near Frost Park) at 11:45 a.m. 

and we’ll take the 16 to the 

Rosewood Café at noon and 

return by 1:15 p.m.  

 

Tuesday, Oct. 25 

Meet at the South Hill 

Puyallup P&R at 7 a.m. and 

take the NEW Route 400 

(Puyallup Express) into 

downtown Tacoma. 

 

Thursday, Oct. 27 

Meet at 10th and Commerce 

(near Frost Park) at 4:50 and 

we’ll take the Route 11 to 

Sixth Avenue.  

 

RSVP for these events at 

dotg@tacomachamber.org 

or by calling 253-682-1739. 

Walkers enjoy the view of Stadium High 

School while learning some history about the 

building and the site at the Sept. 30 walk. 



 

Find us on Facebook or at www.downtownonthego.org 

Page 2 Volume 3, Issue 10  

Commuter Case Study: ORCA Pass Means Huge Savings 
for Downtown Rider 

Meet Linda,  

Account Manager,  

Propel Insurance 

 
Where do you live and work?   

I live in Federal Way, I work in 

Downtown Tacoma. 

 

How do you get there?  

I ride the bus. 

 

How does it all add up?  

With my employer providing the ORCA Card, I have enjoyed 

being able to leave the driving to someone else. It has saved on 

gas, vehicle maintenance and the headache of driving.  Not 

having to pay for parking has been a huge savings.  I guess the 

best part is I am not on the road. One less vehicle. 

 

What’s in it for you?    

Taking the bus has given me some time to wind down from the 

day. I have met some really nice people and enjoy the 

conversations. My day may be a little longer, but it is well worth 

the time! 

On Sept. 16, 2011 people all over the world took to the streets to turn metered parking spaces into 

“Park(ing)” spaces, or mini parks. Park(ing) Day is an annual global event  that began in 2005 in San 

Francisco by Rebar, a local art and design studio. Today, it has evolved into a global movement 

calling attention to the need for more urban open space, to generate critical debate around how 

public space is created and allocated, and to improve the quality of urban human habitat.  

 

Tacoma’s Park(ing) Day was a grand success with spots around 

downtown. Downtown On the Go hosted a walk to all the  

downtown “parks” and everyone was invited to vote for their 

favorite spot on Facebook. BLRB architects won the popular vote 

with their creative picnic-themed spot across from the new 

grocery store on Pacific Ave (pictured). The spot included larger 

than life dominos and playing cards as well as other outdoor 

games and picnic food.  

Park(ing) Available All Over Tacoma Thank you to the local 

businesses who 

participated this year! 

BLRB architects 

Cascade Land Conservancy 

Citizens for a Healthy Bay 

Coalition for Active    

Transportation/TCC 

Dorky’s 

Doyle’s 

Boe Architects 

Pierce Transit 

Seabury School 

Smooth and Juicey 

Tacoma Bike 

Weekly Volcano 

The fall Wheel Options Campaign encourages you to try an 

alternative to driving alone at least twice between October 16 

and 29, 2011 for your chance to win $2,500 cash! You may 

also win a weekend getaway,  one of many $100 gift cards, an 

Apple iPad 2, or a $100 or $50 American Express gift card.   

 

Save money, relax and make better use of your time! Share 

the ride by carpool or vanpool, ride the bus or train, or bike or 

walk to work, and log your trips at piercetrips.com to be eligi-

ble to win.   

 

Go to http://www.piercetrips.com/wheel-options for more 

information or to register. Contact DOTG if you need help 

getting started with your new commute method. 

Wheel Options—Win CASH  
for your Commute 

Pacific Plaza Bike Parking 
Just weeks after the August grand opening of the Park 

Plaza North Bike Cage (923 Commerce) , Downtown On 

the Go has opened the Pacific Plaza Bike Cage (1250 

Pacific Ave) 

 

Downtown On the Go’s Bike Cage initiative, a 

collaboration with the City of Tacoma, is designed to 

remove barriers to bicycle commuting by providing a 

secure area to store bicycles.  

 

Those interested in using the cage can sign up by 

downloading a form from the Downtown On the Go 

website or by visiting Downtown On the Go (950 Pacific 

Ave, Suite 300). View photos of both cages on our 

Facebook page. 
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Downtown: On the Go!  

Downtown On the Go is a collaborative effort of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber, the City of Tacoma, 

Pierce Transit, and downtown private sector and non-profit employers. Leveraging their resources and rela-

tionships, these organizations are working together to increase the number of alternate commute trips into 

and out of the downtown from 24 percent to 35 percent by 2015. 

 

Downtown On the Go’s purpose is to be the transportation advocate for anyone whose daily life is downtown.   

We do this by: 

 * Educating about transportation choices other than driving alone. 

 * Encouraging use of transit, ridesharing, biking, walking, and flexible work arrangements. 

 * Advocating for transportation choices and land use policies that promote a vibrant and  

     integrated downtown. 

 

Thank you to our contributing partners:  

Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber 

950 Pacific Ave., Suite 300 

Tacoma, WA 98402 

Phone: 253-682-1739 

E-mail: dotg@tacomachamber.org 
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The transportation advocate for downtown Tacoma. 

 

Downtown On the Go is: agencies, organizations, and businesses working  

together towards a vibrant and integrated downtown Tacoma. 

Commerce Street Link Stop is Open 
On Thursday, Sept. 29, 2011 , Downtown On the Go, Sound 

Transit and the City of Tacoma celebrated the grand opening of 

the much-anticipated Link station at Commerce and 11th 

streets. The new Tacoma Link station marks the sixth stop on 

the 1.6-mile line that serves as a major connector in downtown 

Tacoma.  The new station opens at a time when ridership on 

Tacoma Link is growing, increasing 16 percent in the last year to 

3,330 riders a day.  

 

Tacoma Link service to the new station began on Sept. 15. The 

station includes two 40-foot platforms, platform lighting, 

accessibility ramps, security cameras, and passenger shelters 

that incorporate etched glass artwork by Tacoma artist 

Chandler O’Leary.  

 

“Sound Transit is pleased to have collaborated with the City on 

building another station that will increase access to our popular 

light rail line,” said Sound Transit Board and Tacoma City 

Councilmember Jake Fey. “The Tacoma City Council’s 

willingness to invest in transit provides an outstanding model 

for how public partnerships can benefit our citizens.” 

 

The stop is open and the ride is free. Try it today! 

 

Sound Transit Board Member and Tacoma City Councilmember Jay Fey, Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber President & CEO Tom Pierson, Sound Tran-

sit Director of Communications Ron Klein, Deputy Mayor Lauren Walker, Economic Development Board President & CEO Bruce Kendall, and Artist 

Chandler O’Leary cut the ribbon to celebrate the grand opening of the new stop at 11th and Commerce. The etched glasswork by artist Chandler 

O’Leary is visible on the shelters.  


