
 

Questions? Email Kristina Walker, Downtown On the Go Manager, at dotgo@tacomachamber.org 

The week of June 6  marks the beginning of 

an 11-month closure of Pacific Avenue to 

bring streets to new grades and construct an 

overpass that will allow the Sounder Train to 

extend service to Lakewood.  The closure will 

affect Pacific Avenue between South 25th 

Street and South 27th Street.  

 

To minimize disruption to the community, 

Sound Transit is building a special bypass 

road to keep South Tacoma Way traffic mov-

ing, installing temporary signalization to im-

prove traffic flow, making road improvements 

to new detour routes, communicating with 

the public about traffic impacts, and con-

stantly working to efficiently complete the 

required Pacific Avenue work. 

 

For more information on the project, detour 

routes, or to sign up to receive notices, please 

visit the D-to-M Streets Project Page. 

Construction for the Tacoma Link Light Rail 

stop on the corner of Commerce and South 

11th streets started in April 2011. 

 

This project will add an additional Link Light 

Rail station on Commerce Street just south of 

South 11th Street.  The station will consist of 

two, 40-foot platforms – one on the west side 

of Commerce Street for southbound riders 

and another on the east side for northbound 

travelers – as well as shelters, lighting and 

Americans with Disabilities Accessible ramps.   

 

The construction work will continue to take 

place at night when the train is not operating 

and is expected to be complete and in opera-

tion by July 2011.  

 

For more information, contact Karrie Spitzer  

at 253-591-5790 or  

karrie.spitzer@cityoftacoma.org. 

Upcoming Events 
Pierce Transit Board Meeting 

Monday, June 13, 2011, 4 p.m. 

Pierce Transit Training Center  

Main Training Room 

Walk Tacoma/Walk Poetic 

Friday, July 22, 2011, Noon 

University of Washington Tacoma stairs 

Walk Tacoma with local poet Luke  

Smiraldo and see Tacoma in a different 

way. Stay tuned for details! 

City Center Luncheon 

Friday, July 15, 2011, 11:30 a.m. 

Pacific Grill Event Space 

To register, contact: 

Cathy Thompson at 253-682-1727  
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D-to-M Streets Construction: 
Pacific Avenue Closure 

On May 9, 2011, the Pierce Transit Board of Commissioners rejected the proposed reduction 

plan scheduled for October and directed staff to develop a modified plan that focuses on 

maximizing ridership, including routes into downtown Tacoma. In response to public com-

ment, there will be adjustments in service that focus on getting people to jobs and school and 

reducing low ridership routes and trips.  

 

Pierce Transit has been forced to reduce service as a result of budget shortfalls brought on by 

the economic recession and loss of Proposition 1 at the February 2011 election. Emergency 

Reductions have been made more quickly due to a fire in February at a natural gas fuel sta-

tion. On June 12, 2011, the first permanent reductions of fixed-route bus service will occur and 

will be similar to the service levels of the current Emergency Reduced Service.  

 

The Pierce Transit Board will meet again to finalize the reduction plan at their regular board 

meeting on June 13, 2011 at 4 p.m. in the Pierce Transit Training Center Main Training Room 

(The Rainier Room) on the first floor of Pierce Transit's Building 5 (3720 96th St SW, Lake-

wood). The public is welcome to attend.  

Comments can always be sent to: pttomorrow@piercetransit.org. 

Reduction Plan includes Routes into Downtown 

Did you know? 

For every passenger mile 

traveled, public transporta-

tion uses about half the fuel 

of cars. 

Transit Improvements in Downtown Tacoma 
New Stop for  
Tacoma Link Light Rail 

More information about the 

Pierce Transit Reduction Plan: 

 

Route-by-route information 

about Pierce Transit service 

changes are available at 

www.piercetransit.org or by  

calling Customer Service at  

253-581-8000. 



 

Questions? Email Kristina Walker, Downtown On the Go Manager, at dotgo@tacomachamber.org 
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Bike Month a Success! 

Case Study: Healthy Commuting is the 
Priority for Group Health 

Tacoma-Pierce County’s Bike Month was 

a resounding success! Cyclists partici-

pated in events all month long from the 

annual Bike Swap, group rides, social 

events, art events and the ever-popular 

Commuter Picnic and Fashion Show, 

sponsored by Downtown On the Go. 

 

City of Tacoma’s Bike Month Intern Han-

nah Miner said that it has been the Ta-

coma’s largest Bike Month ever since its 

inception in 2006.  

 

“We hope to continue to grow and im-

prove Bike Month every year,” said Miner, 

“We welcome feedback and suggestions 

for next year’s events.”  

 

The Bike to Work Commuter Challenge 

included more than 400 cyclists who 

logged more than 4,000 bike trips and 

51,000 miles!  That’s more than 22 metric 

tons of greenhouse gas emissions saved! 

 

Cyclists can log their trips for May up until 

June 6, 2011 and are encouraged to do so 

as it helps Pierce County and the City of 

Tacoma measure demand and invest in 

infrastructure projects that make it easier, 

safer and more enjoyable to bicycle 

throughout Pierce County. In addition, it 

helps to continue to plan outreach and 

events like Bike Month. Plus, if you bike 5 

or more times during May, you are eligible 

to win great prizes from REI. 

 

Feedback is always welcome! Email the 

City at ekaster@cityoftacoma.org with 

your thoughts and check out the Bike 

Month photos on Facebook at Downtown 

On the Go, Tacoma Mobility and  

PierceTrips. 

With transportation being Washington State’s largest source of 

greenhouse gas emissions, Group Health understands that what 

is good for its employees is also good for the region. Finding 

ways to reduce drive-alone commute trips will not only de-

crease greenhouse gas emissions, but also air pollution, traffic 

congestion and energy consumption in Tacoma and across the 

state. Encouraging employees to get out of their vehicles also 

aligns with Group Health’s goal of promoting healthy lifestyles, 

and will ultimately result in happier employees and a more pro-

ductive workplace.   

 

Group Health incentivizes their employees to take alternative 

transportation by contributing to their employees’ ORCA 

passes, subsidizing vanpools and carpools, providing commuter 

amenities like showers and secure bike parking for cyclists, and 

providing a Guaranteed Ride Home Program for non-drive alone 

commuters. Group Health actively encourages cycling as a vi-

able means of transportation through its sponsorship of the 

Cascade Bicycle Club’s Bike to Work Month event, the Seattle to 

Portland (STP) Bicycle Classic, and a variety of other events 

throughout the year. 

 

With rising gas prices and increased traffic congestion, many 

Group Health employees are making the switch to more fuel 

efficient transportation options. These employees are finding 

that, while public transit and other alternate commute options 

can sometimes take a little longer, the benefits include a more 

relaxing commute; a significant reduction in parking, fuel and 

vehicle maintenance costs; and the knowledge that their com-

mute is having a positive impact on the community.  
 

Images from May 20, 2011 Commuter Picnic and Fashion Show 

Is your business interested in being featured in the Downtown On the Go 

newsletter and website? Contact Kristina Walker at  

kristinaw@tacomachamber.org or 253-682-1739. 



 

Questions? Email Kristina Walker, Downtown On the Go Manager, at dotgo@tacomachamber.org 

Downtown: On the Go!  

Downtown On the Go is a collaborative effort of the Tacoma-Pierce County 

Chamber, the City of Tacoma, Pierce Transit, and downtown private sector and 

non-profit employers. Leveraging their resources and relationships, these or-

ganizations are working together to increase the number of alternate commute 

trips into and out of the downtown from 24 percent to 35 percent by 2015. 

 

Downtown On the Go’s purpose is to be the transportation advocate for anyone whose daily life is downtown.  We do this by: 

 * Educating about transportation choices other than driving alone. 

 * Encouraging use of transit, ridesharing, biking, walking, and flexible work arrangements. 

 * Advocating for transportation choices and land use policies that promote a vibrant and integrated downtown. 

Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber 

950 Pacific Ave. 

Suite 300 

Tacoma, WA 98402 

Phone: 253-627-2175 

E-mail: dotgo@tacomachamber.org 
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Fan us on Facebook or visit our 

website at 

www.downtownonthego.org! 

Agencies, organizations, and businesses working together towards a vibrant and  

integrated downtown Tacoma. 

Pacific Avenue Streetscape Project Update 
The Pacific Avenue Streetscape Project 

(Phase 1) includes two primary project 

components: 1) Innovative storm water 

treatment facilities to improve water 

quality; and  2) Streetscape design to cre-

ate a more inviting and “complete” street 

for all users: drivers, adjacent businesses, 

pedestrians, bicyclists and transit riders.  

 

The project area on Pacific Avenue be-

tween South 7th Street and South 17th 

streets will be designed to complement 

the existing streetscape along Pacific Ave-

nue between 17th and 21st Streets, in-

cluding the upcoming streetscape and 

plaza/entrance improvements currently 

under design for the Tacoma Art Mu-

seum. 

 

The design team is working with the com-

munity on a design that supports the ex-

isting downtown environment of today 

and a denser future downtown environ-

ment by reallocating the use of the street 

right-of-way to accommodate the new 

storm water system and multimodal use 

of the street.  

 

The project team is currently finalizing the 

preliminary design with final design ex-

pected by the fall of 2011. Construction 

could start as early as winter 2012. 

 

The Tacoma community continues to play 

a key role in the Pacific Avenue Street-

scape Project through ongoing communi-

cations. Comments on the project may be 

submitted to the City of Tacoma.  

 

For more information, visit the project 

website:  www.cityoftacoma.org/

pacificave or contact Karrie Spitzer , com-

munity relations, at 253-591-5790 or  

karrie.spitzer@cityoftacoma.org. 

Coming Soon! Downtown Bike Parking 
Secure bike parking is coming to Park Plaza North in July. Parking will be available to anyone who registers with Downtown On 

the Go and pays a small fee for a personal code to the bike cage. Look for more details soon on the Downtown On the Go website 

or contact Downtown On the Go at 253-682-1739 or dotgo@tacomachamber.org. 


