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On Friday, July 15, 2011, Downtown On the Go honored 

four downtown businesses for their exemplary 

transportation work. The honorees were acknowledged 

and presented their awards at the Tacoma-Pierce County 

Chamber’s City Center Luncheon at the Pacific Grill Events 

Center.   

 

Downtown On the Go presents the Transportation 

Innovators Awards annually to acknowledge and celebrate 

work being done that helps meet the Downtown On the Go 

goal of reducing the number of single-occupancy vehicles 

by 11 percent by 2015. Award winners include: 

 

Leader in New Program Award:   

BLRB Architects 

For being an early adopter of the Live Downtown Program, 

promoting living close to work as a benefit to their 

employees and helping to restore the vitality of downtown 

Tacoma. 
Pictured (top): Kristina Walker, Downtown On the Go, presents the award to  

Shannon Payton and Ron Harpel, BLRB. 

 

Transportation Advocacy Award:  

Propel Insurance 

For continuing to advocate for transportation choices at 

the local and state level. 
Pictured (second): Kristina Walker, Downtown On the Go, presents the award to  

Patti Sutton and Peter Hendrick, Propel Insurance. 

 

Biking Strong – Bike Month 2011:   

City of Tacoma, Urban Waters Building 

For leading Bike Month 2011 with more than 1,800 miles 

logged, in spite of the extra challenge presented by the 

closure of the Murray Morgan Bridge. 
Pictured (third): Kristina Walker, Downtown On the Go, presents the award to  

Eric Johnson, City of Tacoma. A photo of the entire team is visible on the screen  

behind them. 

 

Biking Strong – Bike Month 2011:   

US Geological Survey, Downtown Tacoma Office 

For logging more than 800 miles during Bike Month 2011 

and continuing to promote cycling as a commute solution. 
Pictured (bottom): Kristina Walker, Downtown On the Go, presents the award to  

Chad Opatz and Rick Dinicola, USGS. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Downtown On the Go on CityLine 

Thursday, August 11, 2011, 9 a.m. 

www.tvtacoma.org 

Park(ing) Day 

Friday, September 16, 2011, 10-2 

Downtown Tacoma 

(More information on page 3) 

Contact us to host a spot: 

dotg@tacomachamber.org 

Fall Walk Events 

Friday, September 30, 2011, Noon 

Meet at Wright Park 

(Walks will also be conducted every 

Friday in October) 

No RSVP necessary. 
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Did you know? 

Public transportation use 

saves the equivalent of 

900,000 automobile fill-ups 

every day! 

Transportation Innovators Awards 

One Bus Away provides 

easy access to real-time 

arrival information for 

transit agencies in the Puget 

Sound region, including Pierce 

Transit. Access information via 

web, phone, text message or 

smart phone.  

Visit www.onebusaway.org to 

improve your bus commute 

today! 
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Summer RideshareOnline.com Promotion:  
Give Gas Prices a Knockout Punch! 

Commuter Case Study: Living Downtown makes Walking 
to Work Easy  

Participate in RideshareOnline.com’s 

Summer Promotion and win a northwest 

trip for two or an Apple iPad2.  To be 

eligible for the prize drawing, participants 

must log at least two carpool or vanpool 

commute trips per week at 

RideshareOnline.com for at least one 

week during the promotion August 15 

through September 18, 2011.  Plus, be 

entered into weekly drawings for a $50 

MasterCard gift card just for registering at 

RideshareOnline.com or running a 

ridematch during the promotion. 

  

This campaign is sponsored by the 

Washington State Ridesharing 

Organization, Commuteride, ID, US 

Travel & Pierce Transit. 

Want even more chances to win?  Don’t 

forget to continue to log your trips at 

www.PierceTrips.com for Pierce County-

specific promotions, including quarterly 

Relax Rewards drawings. 

  

Ask your Employee Transportation 

Coordinator (ETC) or call Downtown On 

the Go for more information. 

Meet Karen,  

Roadway Designer  

at CH2M HILL 

 
Where do you live and  

where do you work?  

I live at the east edge of the Hilltop 

neighborhood, just above UWT. I work at 

CH2M HILL on 9th Street and Pacific Ave. 

How do you get there?   

I usually walk to work, even it’s cold or drizzly.  If it’s pouring 

rain, I either hitch a ride or drive and park at Tacoma Dome 

Station and take the Tacoma LINK to work. 

 

How does it all add up? 

I save about $100 a year in gas and car maintenance. I also save 

about 40 hours a year by walking. That’s time I can spend 

working, which for me is a lot of extra $ each month! 

 

What’s in it for you?   

There’s so much in it for me!  I save money and time. I get to 

exercise daily without even trying.  I get to know my neighbors 

and my neighborhood.  I get to slow down and literally smell the 

roses on the way.   

Are you or your  business interested in being featured in the  Downtown 

On the Go newsletter and website? Contact Kristina Walker at kristi-

naw@tacomachamber.org or 253-682-1739. 

The first Walk Tacoma/Walk Poetic event was a great success! Nearly 30 walkers joined Downtown On the Go 

and Poet Luke Smiraldo for an adventure through the Brewery District Walking Map area.   

Downtown On the Go’s Walk Tacoma maps were designed to encourage downtown employees to 

get out, get active and become more aware of walkable distances. This  walk introduced walkers to 

commute options but additionally included many observations, stories, a stop at Goodwill’s Living 

Wall with CEO Terry Hayes, as well as some writing and reflections along the way.  

Said one walk participant, portraying the general feeling from the group, “What a great experience. 

Interesting group of people with diverse backgrounds. . . [which] added to the walk and to the 

knowledge base available to all involved. Thanks for a good time and some needed exercise.” The 

response to the event was positive and plans to repeat it are in the works. If you missed the event, 

check out the video on our Facebook page. 

SAVE THE DATE: Join us for our Fall Walk Series. Beginning Friday, Sept. 30, 2011 we’ll walk a 

different map each Friday for five weeks. We’ll start at Wright Park on Sept. 30 at noon.   

Walk Tacoma/Walk Poetic A Success! 

Untamed Places 

Lew L. Humiston, 2011 

 

When you stroll along an untamed place 

experiences bloom, 

like the cracks along a worn sidewalk— 

the fissures along a line of time, 

Past all earthly consideration or promise; 

don’t tarry here for an answer, 

but bring your best question. 

 

A tomb, empty of everything except 

air and experience— 

yours and theirs  

in the same 

untamed  

space  
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Downtown: On the Go!  

Downtown On the Go is a collaborative effort of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber, the City of Tacoma, 

Pierce Transit, and downtown private sector and non-profit employers. Leveraging their resources and rela-

tionships, these organizations are working together to increase the number of alternate commute trips into 

and out of the downtown from 24 percent to 35 percent by 2015. 

 

Downtown On the Go’s purpose is to be the transportation advocate for anyone whose daily life is downtown.   

We do this by: 

 * Educating about transportation choices other than driving alone. 

 * Encouraging use of transit, ridesharing, biking, walking, and flexible work arrangements. 

 * Advocating for transportation choices and land use policies that promote a vibrant and  

     integrated downtown. 

 

Thank you to our contributing partners:  

Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber 

950 Pacific Ave., Suite 300 

Tacoma, WA 98402 

Phone: 253-682-1739 

E-mail: dotg@tacomachamber.org 
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The transportation advocate for downtown Tacoma. 

 

Downtown On the Go is: agencies, organizations, and businesses working  

together towards a vibrant and integrated downtown Tacoma. 

Downtown On the Go—Programs & Announcements 
Park Plaza North Bike Cage 

Sign up now to us the Park Plaza 

North! Located at 923 Commerce 

Street-fifth floor-the cage is open 

for business. 

 

To access the cage, simply 

download the waiver from the 

DOTG website, fill it out and send 

it in with your payment.  

 

Committee Opportunities 

Downtown On the Go is 

convening subcommittees to 

help carry out our 2011-2015 

workplan. If you are interested in joining 

the walk committee to help plan events 

and work to increase the number of 

downtown walk commuters, the 

residential committee to provide input on 

living downtown and further the Live 

Downtown Pilot Program, or the 

communications committee to 

implement and measure the 

communications plan, please contact us. 

Park(ing) Day 2011—Sept. 16, 2011 

PARK(ing) Day is an annual global event 

where citizens, artists and activists 

collaborate to temporarily transform 

metered parking spaces into “PARK(ing)” 

spaces: temporary public places. The 

project began in 2005 in San Francisco by 

Rebar, a local art and design studio, and 

has evolved into a global movement. 

 

The mission of PARK(ing) Day is to call 

attention to the need for more urban 

open space, to generate critical debate 

around how public space is created and 

allocated, and to improve the quality of 

urban human habitat … at least until the 

meter runs out! 

 

Let us know 

where you’d like 

to host a space 

within 

downtown 

Tacoma and 

we’ll reserve it 

for you. You are responsible for 

decorating it and staffing it on Park(ing) 

Day.  

 

Business Support Services 

Partnering with Downtown On the Go 

means we support you in getting your 

employees out of their single occupancy 

vehicles.  

 

We will work with you to build employee 

transportation benefits packages that 

work for your business, present at your 

staff meetings and transportation fairs, 

support voluntary and mandated 

Employee Transportation Coordinators, 

provide a multitude of resources to meet 

your business and its employees’ 

commute planning needs through our 

website, and work directly with staff to 

provide information and support to help 

manage your commute. 

 

Visit our Employer Support Services page 

for more information. 
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